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Abstract: Sea-sky-line detection is an important component involved in the target tracking
under the condition of sea-sky background. Considering the diversity of the sea-sky back-
ground, this paper first analyzes the disadvantages of some existing algorithms, and then a
better adaptability sea-sky-line extraction algorithm is presented. First, median filter is used
to eliminate noise such as cloud and sea clutter and other noise, and then Hough transform
based on phase grouping is used to extract the sea-sky-line. As the algorithm combines the
advantages of both the phase grouping and the Hough transform, it can not only extract the
sea-sky-line under low-contract, but also has strong anti-interference, and overcome its own
shortcomings of phase grouping and Hough transform. The experimental results show that
the method can extract the sea-sky-line from the simple and complex background. Through
lots of experiments, the results proved that this algorithm is adaptability, robustness, accu-
rate positioning, reducing the complexity of the follow-up target tracking.
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(a)Image with obvious contrast and less noise; (b) Median filter result; (¢) A straight sea-sky-line is extracted.
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(a) Image with obvious contrast and vast cloud; (b) Median filter result; (¢) Sea-sky-line is not interfered by cloud.
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Fig. 6 (a) Image with inconspicuous contrast and less noise; (b) Median filter result; (¢) A gradient sea-sky-line is

extracted.
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Fig. 7 (a) Image with inconspicuous contrast with more sea clutter; (b) Median filter result; (¢) Sea-sky-line is gradient

and not interfered by sea clutter.
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Fig.8 (a) Image with inconspicuous contrast with vast sea clutter; (b) Median filter result; (¢) Sea-sky-line is gradient

and not interfered by sea clutter.
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Fig. 9 (a) Image of sky and sea with delaminations and object noise; (b) Median filter result; (¢) Sea-sky-line is not in-

terfered by delaminations.
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Fig. 10  Histograms of six kinds of sea-sky background images[ Fig. 4(a) ~Fig. 9(a) ]
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Fig. 11 Treatment results of six kinds of sea-sky background images using the algorithm of Ref. [3] [Fig. 4(a) ~Fig. 9(a)]
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Fig. 12 Sea-Sky line images are extracted by the algorithm of Ref. [3] after processed by median filter

LM X} PG A PR AR B O HIE R R
Xof BE BE AR 320 G AR SO BT A R R A 5 AR R
B SRR R W RIXE DR Dy 2 e 2 i i ]
ZRREMFEL BEZRGRLXENFEE, &6
(a) 5 9Ca) ¥ O AR 0 L JEE R HL 35 A /b B i I

FLHAE 9 A ZBAR IO R 2.
RAFIERF B Z I E G, T RLES Canny 71X
W RGN 2% » fieJi Hough 28 (0§ U K28 H
BRI Y [ N TR R R BB R T Ik R
RARBUR I . S ROR AN A 13 B . 7 LUA 5
5 B IE RLPEASE o

Fig. 13 A lot of information of sea-sky-line region is lost after denoised by Canny operator
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Table 1 Comparison of experiment results for extracting sea-sky-line
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