
1

EMI Prevention in
Clock-Distribution Circuits

SCAA031



 

2

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Texas Instruments (TI) reserves the right to make changes to its products or to discontinue
any semiconductor product or service without notice, and advises its customers to obtain the
latest version of relevant information to verify, before placing orders, that the information being
relied on is current.

TI warrants performance of its semiconductor products and related software to the
specifications applicable at the time of sale in accordance with TI’s standard warranty. Testing
and other quality control techniques are utilized to the extent TI deems necessary to support
this warranty. Specific testing of all parameters of each device is not necessarily performed,
except those mandated by government requirements.

Certain applications using semiconductor products may involve potential risks of death,
personal injury, or severe property or environmental damage (“Critical Applications”).

TI SEMICONDUCTOR PRODUCTS ARE NOT DESIGNED, INTENDED, AUTHORIZED,
OR WARRANTED TO BE SUITABLE FOR USE IN LIFE-SUPPORT APPLICATIONS,
DEVICES OR SYSTEMS OR OTHER CRITICAL APPLICATIONS.

Inclusion of TI products in such applications is understood to be fully at the risk of the
customer. Use of TI products in such applications requires the written approval of an
appropriate TI officer. Questions concerning potential risk applications should be directed to
TI through a local SC sales office.

In order to minimize risks associated with the customer’s applications, adequate design and
operating safeguards should be provided by the customer to minimize inherent or procedural
hazards.

TI assumes no liability for applications assistance, customer product design, software
performance, or infringement of patents or services described herein. Nor does TI warrant or
represent that any license, either express or implied, is granted under any patent right,
copyright, mask work right, or other intellectual property right of TI covering or relating to any
combination, machine, or process in which such semiconductor products or services might
be or are used.

Copyright   1994, Texas Instruments Incorporated



i

Contents
Title Page

Introduction 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Higher Harmonic Components of Digital Waveforms 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Transmission Line and Radiated Emissions 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The Antenna Effect 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Spectrum Analyzer Results 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Effects of Impedance Matching 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Summary of Methods for EMI Prevention 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Characteristic Impedance of the Transmission Line 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
PCB Shielding Effects 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Impedance Matching 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Conclusion 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Acknowledgment 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

List of Illustrations
Figure Title Page

1 Triangle Wave 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 Spectrum Envelope for Triangle Wave of Figure 1 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 Square Wave 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4 Spectrum Envelope for Square Wave Shown in Figure 3 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5 Square Wave, Duty Cycle = 50% 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6 Spectrum Envelope for Square Wave Shown in Figure 5 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 Square Wave, Duty Cycle = 50% 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Spectrum Envelope for Square Wave Shown in Figure 7 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

9 Transmission Line With a Driver and a Receiver 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

10 Transmission Line With a Termination Resistor Value Less than Zo 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

11 Impedance Matching Through a Pulldown Resistor 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

12 Impedance Matching Through Parallel Resistors (Thevenin’s Termination) 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

13 Impedance Matching Through a Damping Resistor 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

14 Antenna Effect of Transmission Lines 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15 Block Diagram of Test Setup for Measuring Radiated Emissions 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

16 Emission Level vs Frequency 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

17 Test Setup With Unterminated Transmission Lines 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

18 Test Setup With 56-Ω Damping Resistor Terminations 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19 EMI Evaluation Results (Device Under Test = CDC208) 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20 EMI Evaluation Results (Device Under Test = CDC204) 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

21 EMI Evaluation Results (Device Under Test = ABT240) 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

22 EMI Evaluation Results (Device Under Test = CDC303) 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



ii



1

Introduction

Although the importance of electromagnetic interference (EMI) has been recognized, most system designers have tended to
handle the problem by shielding via metal cabinets or through RC networks to limit the rise and fall times of digital pulse
waveforms. These design practices were motivated by 1) a lack of EMI-prevention design rules and by 2) designers’ tendencies
to prioritize apparent system performance only to have that performance subsequently degraded through the later addition to
the system of EMI-prevention devices such as metal chassis or RC networks.

With the current trend towards lighter, more compact personal computers and engineering workstations, system designers can
no longer rely upon after-the-fact EMI shielding techniques; rather, they must learn to build in EMI protection at the design
stage. This application report discusses EMI protection for a clock distributor, an application characterized by multiple
simultaneously switching bits and relatively long transmission lines.

Higher-Harmonic Components of Digital Waveforms

In general, the decay rate of a Fourier-spectrum envelope is greater for a waveform with slow rise and fall times than for a
waveform with fast rise and fall times. Figures 1 and 2 show a triangular waveform and its spectrum envelope. The
12 dB/octave decay rate shown in Figure 2 means that if two x-axis values of 1X frequency and 2X frequency are considered,
the corresponding y-axis values are 1X and 1/4X amplitude, respectively.
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Figure 1. Triangle Wave
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Figure 2. Spectrum Envelope for Triangle Wave of Figure 1
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Figures 3 and 4 show an ideal square waveform (0-ns rise and fall times) and its spectrum envelope. Comparing 1X frequency
and 2X frequency x-axis values, the corresponding y-axis values are 1X and 1/2X, respectively.
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Figure 4. Spectrum Envelope for Square Wave Shown in Figure 3

By comparing Figures 1 and 2 with Figures 3 and 4, it is evident that the ideal square wave, with its sharp discontinuities (0-ns
rise and fall times), contains many more higher harmonics than does the triangle wave. Hence, an electronic circuit stimulated
by an ideal square wave would require employment of more EMI-protection design techniques than a circuit stimulated by
a triangle wave of the form shown in Figure 1.

In real digital-circuit applications, square waves are not ideal but instead have finite rise and fall times. Although the decay
rate of the spectrum envelope for a real square wave will be greater than the 6 dB/octave rate of the ideal square-wave spectrum
envelope, its decay rate will still be small enough to cause EMI problems. The spectrum-envelope decay rate for a square wave
is also dependent on its pulse duration, as shorter pulse durations equate to frequency spectra exhibiting higher amplitudes at
higher frequencies. In comparing Figures 5 and 6 (time and frequency plots for a 50% duty-cycle square wave) with Figures 7
and 8 (time and frequency plots for a less-than-50% duty-cycle square wave), the following may be observed:

• The amplitude-vs-frequency plot remains flat up to a frequency equal to the inverse of the pulse duration, or 1/tw.
This first node in the frequency plot occurs at a higher frequency for the less-than-50% duty-cycle waveform than
for the 50% duty-cycle waveform.

• Beyond this first node in the frequency plot, both frequency plots have spectrum envelopes that decay at the
6 dB/octave rate.
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Figure 6. Spectrum Envelope for Square Wave Shown in Figure 5
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Transmission Line and Radiated Emissions

The transmission lines connected to clock drivers or bus drivers are often relatively long. When transient currents flow on such
transmission lines, the transmission lines act as efficient antennae, radiating high-frequency electromagnetic waves. If such
a transmission line is unterminated, its radiated spectrum shows maximum peak voltage.

In the transmission line shown in Figure 9, the input impedance of the receiver is high (10 kΩ to 100 kΩ) relative to the
transmission-line characteristic impedance (Zo). The transmission-line input impedance versus length can be represented by
a cotangent function. For a particular signal frequency, the transmission-line input impedance is at a minimum when the
transmission-line length is an odd multiple of 1/4 of the wavelength of the signal. When the frequency spectrum of the output
waveform of the driver shown in Figure 9 contains such frequency components, current through the transmission line and
radiated emissions from the transmission line are maximized.
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(a) MODEL OF TRANSMISSION LINE SHOWING HIGH INPUT IMPEDANCE OF RECEIVER

(b) PLOT OF TRANSMISSION-LINE INPUT IMPEDANCE VERSUS LENGTH
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Figure 9. Transmission Line With a Driver and a Receiver

On the other hand, if the transmission line is terminated with less impedance than the transmission-line characteristic
impedance (Zo) (see Figure 10), the transmission-line input impedance versus length can be represented by a tangent function.
For a particular signal frequency, the transmission-line input impedance is minimized when the transmission-line length is an
integer multiple of 1/2 of the wavelength of the signal. Radiated emissions are maximized at these frequencies.
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Figure 10. Transmission Line With a Termination Resistor Value Less Than Z o

In summary, impedance mismatching causes a maximum current flow on the transmission line, thus maximizing radiated
emissions. It is obviously desirable to assure impedance matching to minimize radiated emissions. There are two basic methods
of assuring impedance matching: 1) termination at a line end point, and 2) termination at a line start point.

Terminating the end of a transmission line can be done either by use of a pulldown resistor (see Figure 11) or through parallel
resistors (the so-called Thevenin’s termination; see Figure 12). Termination at a transmission-line start point is done via a
damping resistor (see Figure 13).
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Zo � R

Figure 11. Impedance Matching Through a Pulldown Resistor



 

6

R2

Zo
R1

Zo�
R1� R2

R1 � R2

Figure 12. Impedance Matching Through Parallel Resistors (Thevenin’s Termination)
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Figure 13. Impedance Matching Through a Damping Resistor

For a clock-distribution circuit, in which transmission is restricted to a single direction, termination at the transmission-line
start point (i.e., through a damping resistor) is recommended as this approach minimizes power consumption (albeit at the cost
of a slight increase in the clock signal rise and fall times). In contrast, a Thevenin (end-of-transmission-line) termination is
recommended for bus interface circuits wherein bidirectional signal flow is assumed.

The Antenna Effect

When relatively long transmission lines have a high characteristic impedance, they tend to mimic antennae, both receiving and
radiating noise easily, so it is desirable to design transmission lines with as low a characteristic impedance as possible. When
a multilayered printed-circuit board (PCB) is used, transmission lines can be laid out on an intermediate layer; the shielding
effects of the VCC and GND planes of the PCB will then suppress vertically polarized waves.

VCC

GND

Figure 14. Antenna Effect of Transmission Lines
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Spectrum Analyzer Results

Data from the test setup shown in Figure 15 was examined via a spectrum analyzer to determine which element of the test setup
was most critical relative to radiated emissions (the oscillator, the shielded line, the driver, the transmission lines, or the
receiver) and to observe the effects of line terminations. The data as plotted in Figure 16 showed that the oscillator exhibits
a maximum value of 47dBµV/m at 150 MHz and that the oscillator has high shielding capability. Table 1 gives the mean and
maximum values for the four plots in Figure 16. It is clear from Figure 16 that the transmission line is the most significant
contributor to radiated emissions.
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ve

r

50 MHz

ZO = 75 Ω

500 mm60 mm

DRIVER RECEIVER

CDC209 CDC204

CDC204 CDC204

CDC303 AS245

ABT240 ABT240

Figure 15. Block Diagram of Test Setup for Measuring Radiated Emissions

Table 1. Comparison of Radiated Emissions

MEAN MAX

A 33 47

B 38 54

C 49 68

D 67 93

Units: dBµV/m
Driver: CDC208
Receiver: CDC204
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Effects of Impedance Matching

Practically speaking, impedance matching is the easiest way to minimize radiated emissions. Figures 17 and 18 show test setups
(transmitter = CDC208; receiver = CDC204) with unterminated transmission lines and with transmission lines terminated with
56-Ω damping resistors, respectively. The oscilloscope display for the transmitted waveform from the test setup of Figure 17
showed significant overshoot and undershoot due to signal reflections, and a spectrum analyzer showed a maximum value of
90 dBµV/m. In contrast, the transmitted waveform from the test setup of Figure 18 showed no overshoot and undershoot, and
the amplitudes of higher-harmonic components were reduced.

Clock
Oscillator

50 MHz

ZO = 75 Ω , l = 50 cm

CDC208 CDC204

Shielded
Wire

Figure 17. Test Setup With Unterminated Transmission Lines
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Clock
Oscillator

50 MHz

ZO = 75 Ω , l = 50 cm

CDC208 CDC204

Shielded
Wire

56 Ω × 6

Figure 18. Test Setup With 56- Ω Damping-Resistor Terminations

Similar analyses were made using CDC204/CDC204 and ABT240/ABT240 transmitter/receiver pairs. The results for all three
transmitter/receiver pairs for unterminated transmission lines are summarized in Table 2.

Table 2 

INTERFACE MIN MAX

CDC208–CDC204 8.8 17

CDC204–CDC204 4.9 9.2

ABT240–ABT240 7.3 13

Units: dBµV/m
NOTE: MIN and MAX values at higher

harmonics

In the case of transmission lines terminated with 56-Ω damping resistors, the data values in Table 2 could be expected to
improve by 5 to 9 dBµV/m (means) and 9 to 17 dBµV/m (maximums).

Figures 19 through 22 show EMI evaluation results for CDC208, CDC204, ABT240, and CDC303 devices in both
unterminated and damping-resistor-terminated configurations. The x-axis (frequency) values in these figures are odd higher
harmonics for the given transmission lines. The radiated emission values in these figures are relatively high for the
following reasons:

• The transmission lines were up to 500 mm in length.
• The transmission lines were laid out on a surface layer of the PCB.
• The PCBs were not shielded by metal cabinets.

Figures 19 through 22 clearly show that when signal reflections are controlled by impedance matching, the radiated emissions
are reduced.
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Figure 19. EMI Evaluation Results (Device Under Test = CDC208)
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Figure 20. EMI Evaluation Results (Device Under Test = CDC204)
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Figure 21. EMI Evaluation Results (Device Under Test = ABT240)
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Summary of Methods for EMI Prevention

Characteristic Impedance of the Transmission Line

A transmission line should be designed with as low a characteristic impedance as possible to reduce the antenna effect. Long
transmission lines such as those in clock-driver or bus-interface circuits should be laid out in intermediate PCB layers rather
than surface layers (the characteristic impedance of intermediate-layer lines is on the order of 50 Ω, while surface-layer lines
have 75-Ω characteristic impedances).

PCB Shielding Effects

Laying out transmission lines between PCB VCC and GND planes both reduces their characteristic impedance and reduces
horizontal polarization through shielding by PCB copper planes. The metal stiffeners at the PCB edges also shield against
horizontal polarization.

Impedance Matching

Radiated emissions are high when transmitted signals exhibit overshoot, undershoot, and ringing. Careful impedance matching
must be maintained between drivers and transmission lines and between transmission lines and receivers to minimize these
effects. For clock-distribution circuits, use of 10-Ω damping resistors between the drivers and transmission lines or pulldown
resistors, Thevenin’s terminations, or clamp diodes between the transmission lines and receiver inputs is recommended.

Conclusion

As the data in this application report shows, unsuitable transmission-line terminations both contribute to radiated emissions
and cause signal distortion. The evaluations described in this report seek not to measure exact values of radiated emissions but
rather to demonstrate the effectiveness of impedance matching for reducing both radiated emissions and signal distortion.
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握各种类型的手机天线设计，以及天线及其匹配电路的设计和调试...

课程网址： http://www.edatop.com/peixun/antenna/133.html 

WiFi 和蓝牙天线设计培训课程 

该套课程是李明洋老师应邀给惠普 (HP)公司工程师讲授的 3 天员工内

训课程录像，课程内容是李明洋老师十多年工作经验积累和总结，主要

讲解了 WiFi 天线设计、HFSS 天线设计软件的使用，匹配电路设计调

试、矢量网络分析仪的使用操作、WiFi 射频电路和 PCB Layout 知识，

以及 EMC 问题的分析解决思路等内容。对于正在从事射频设计和天线

设计领域工作的您，绝对值得拥有和学习！… 

课程网址：http://www.edatop.com/peixun/antenna/134.html 
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专注于微波、射频、天线设计人才的培养 易迪拓培训 
网址：http://www.edatop.com 

CST 学习培训课程套装 

该培训套装由易迪拓培训联合微波 EDA 网共同推出，是最全面、系统、

专业的 CST 微波工作室培训课程套装，所有课程都由经验丰富的专家授

课，视频教学，可以帮助您从零开始，全面系统地学习 CST 微波工作的

各项功能及其在微波射频、天线设计等领域的设计应用。且购买该套装，

还可超值赠送 3 个月免费学习答疑… 

课程网址：http://www.edatop.com/peixun/cst/24.html  

 

HFSS 学习培训课程套装 

该套课程套装包含了本站全部 HFSS 培训课程，是迄今国内最全面、最

专业的 HFSS 培训教程套装，可以帮助您从零开始，全面深入学习 HFSS

的各项功能和在多个方面的工程应用。购买套装，更可超值赠送 3 个月

免费学习答疑，随时解答您学习过程中遇到的棘手问题，让您的 HFSS

学习更加轻松顺畅… 

课程网址：http://www.edatop.com/peixun/hfss/11.html 

ADS 学习培训课程套装 

该套装是迄今国内最全面、最权威的 ADS 培训教程，共包含 10 门 ADS

学习培训课程。课程是由具有多年 ADS 使用经验的微波射频与通信系统

设计领域资深专家讲解，并多结合设计实例，由浅入深、详细而又全面

地讲解了 ADS 在微波射频电路设计、通信系统设计和电磁仿真设计方面

的内容。能让您在最短的时间内学会使用 ADS，迅速提升个人技术能力，

把 ADS 真正应用到实际研发工作中去，成为 ADS 设计专家... 

课程网址： http://www.edatop.com/peixun/ads/13.html 
 

我们的课程优势： 

※ 成立于 2004 年，10 多年丰富的行业经验， 

※ 一直致力并专注于微波射频和天线设计工程师的培养，更了解该行业对人才的要求 

※ 经验丰富的一线资深工程师讲授，结合实际工程案例，直观、实用、易学 

联系我们： 

※ 易迪拓培训官网：http://www.edatop.com 

※ 微波 EDA 网：http://www.mweda.com 

※ 官方淘宝店：http://shop36920890.taobao.com 

 
 

专注于微波、射频、天线设计人才的培养 

官方网址：http://www.edatop.com 易迪拓培训 
淘宝网店：http://shop36920890.taobao.com 


